
March 29th: 5th Sunday in Lent 

Focus on the Word of God 

“Bringing Life to the Dead” 

Welcome and Greeting  
Invocation 
P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The only way we can know God is through his powerful Word which he has given to us in the Bible. With it 
he creates, sustains, and strengthens our faith. Let us pray and ask him to open our hearts to receive his mes-
sages. Almighty God, you have revealed yourself to your people through your Word. As we gather together 
today to worship you we ask that you speak to us through the Bible. Warn us of danger, remind us of your 
power to save, and strengthen us for the work you have prepared for us to do. Draw us close to you and 
move us to listen to your Word. 
 
Hymn Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly 
 
Confession and absolution 
P: Lord, you have warned us about the dangers of sin, and yet we continually find ourselves pulled, strug-
gling, and falling into temptation. You know all of our evil thoughts, words, and actions “For the word of God 
is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints 
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s 
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give ac-
count.” (Hebrews 4:12-13) We can hide nothing from you but we come as sinners in need of your mercy and 
forgiveness. Listen to our cries. 
C: Lord Jesus I am not worthy to be your servant. You have called me to be your child, but with my 
thoughts, my words, and my actions I have shown that I am a slave to sin. But I need you. Forgive me for 
all the times I have failed to live as you have taught me.  
(Silent confession of sins)  
 



P: “ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (1 John 1:9) We have a powerful and loving God who has done everything he has promised. Therefore 
as a called servant of our resurrected Lord and by his authority I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.” (Psalm 103:12) Let us give him thanks for his mercy and trust that he will lead us to 
safe places.  
 
Prayer of the Day:  
P: Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will and bore the cross for our salva-
tion that through his anguish, pain, and death we may receive forgiveness of sins and inherit eternal life; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  
C: Amen 
 
First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
Can God work life in those who have turned away from him?  He knows and works faith. 
The hand of the Lord was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the Lord and set me in the middle 
of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the 
floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?”  

I said, “Sovereign Lord, you alone know.”  
4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! 

5 This is what the Sovereign Lord says to these bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 
6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, 
and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the Lord.’ ”  

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rattling sound, and 
the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin cov-
ered them, but there was no breath in them.  

9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is what the Sov-
ereign Lord says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’ ” 10 So I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a 
vast army.  

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign 
Lord says: My people, I am going to open your graves and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to 
the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves and bring 
you up from them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then 
you will know that I the Lord have spoken, and I have done it, declares the Lord.’ ”  
 
Hymn: Fight the Good Fight 
 
New Testament: Romans 8:11-19 
We have been freed through faith to live with God, knowing that our Lord has given us everything. 
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead 
will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.  

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 
13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the 
body, you will live.  

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not 



make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to 
sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 
share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.  

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 
19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 
 
Profession of faith: Apostles Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Fa-
ther almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.  
 
Verse of the Day 
P: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.  
 
Gospel: John 11:17-27, 38-45 
On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now Bethany was less 
than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss 
of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at 
home.  

21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But I know that 
even now God will give you whatever you ask.”  

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”  
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though 

they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”  
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the 

world.” 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 

39 “Take away the stone,” he said.  
“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been 

there four days.”  
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”  
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 

me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they 
may believe that you sent me.”  

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his 
hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.  

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”  
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 

 
Hymn of the Day     Grant Peace, We Pray, In Mercy, Lord 
 
Sermon: John 11:17-27, 38-45 “God Gives Life to Dry Bones” Pastor Josh Bodden 



Prayer of the Church/Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever.  Amen.  
 
Closing prayer 
P: Lord, we thank you for this time in worship and the Word that you have richly blessed us with. We ask that 
you use your Scriptures to continue to build us up and to strengthen us for all of the struggles and difficulties 
that we face in this life. Draw us close to you and give us a never ending love for your Word. Give us courage 
to bring that message of peace wherever we go and to everyone we meet. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And what-
ever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” (Colossians 3:16-17)  
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost 


