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Focus on the Word of God 

Welcome and Greeting  

Invocation 
P: We begin our worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: The only way we can know God is through his powerful Word which he has given to us in the Bible. With it 
he creates, sustains, and strengthens our faith. Let us pray and ask him to open our hearts to receive his mes-
sages. Almighty God, you have revealed yourself to your people through your Word. As we gather together 
today to worship you we ask that you speak to us through the Bible. Warn us of danger, remind us of your 
power to save, and strengthen us for the work you have prepared for us to do. Draw us close to you and 
move us to listen to your Word. 
 
Hymn To Your Temple I Draw Near (CW 226)  
1) To your temple I draw near; 
Lord, I love to worship here. 
Here are sacrament and Word; 
Here believers meet their Lord. 
 
3) While your glorious praise is sung, 
Touch my lips, unloose my tongue, 
That my joyful soul may bless 
Christ the Lord, my righteousness. 
 
5) While I listen to your law, 
Fill my soul with holy awe 
Till your gospel brings to me 
Life and immortality. 
 

7) From your house, when I return, 
May my heart within me burn, 
And at evening let me say, 
"I have walked with God today." 

2) I through Christ am reconciled; 
I through Christ become your child. 
Abba, Father, give me grace 
In your courts to seek your face. 
 
4) While the prayers of saints ascend, 
God of love, to mine attend. 
Hear me, for your Spirit pleads; 
Hear, for Jesus intercedes.\ 
 
6) While your ministers proclaim 
Peace and pardon in your name, 
Through their voice, by faith, may I 
Hear you speaking from the sky. 



Confession and absolution 
P: Lord, you have warned us about the dangers of sin, and yet we continually find ourselves pulled, strug-
gling, and falling into temptation. You know all of our evil thoughts, words, and actions “For the word of God 
is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints 
and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God’s 
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give ac-
count.” (Hebrews 4:12-13) We can hide nothing from you but we come as sinners in need of your mercy and 
forgiveness. Listen to our cries. 
C: Lord Jesus I am not worthy to be your servant. You have called me to be your child, but with my 
thoughts, my words, and my actions I have shown that I am a slave to sin. But I need you. Forgive me for 
all the times I have failed to live as you have taught me.       (Silent confession of sins)  
 
P: “ If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (1 John 1:9) We have a powerful and loving God who has done everything he has promised. Therefore 
as a called servant of our resurrected Lord and by his authority I forgive you all of your sins in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. “As far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our 
transgressions from us.” (Psalm 103:12) Let us give him thanks for his mercy and trust that he will lead us to 
safe places.  
 
Prayer of the Day:  
P:  God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our heart, 
strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen 
 
First Reading Joshua 23:1-11 
The world around us tries to convince us to find rest “out there”, but only true rest comes from God. 
After a long time had passed and the Lord had given Israel rest from all their enemies around them, Joshua, 
by then a very old man, 2 summoned all Israel—their elders, leaders, judges and officials—and said to them: 
“I am very old. 3 You yourselves have seen everything the Lord your God has done to all these nations for 
your sake; it was the Lord your God who fought for you. 4 Remember how I have allotted as an inheritance 
for your tribes all the land of the nations that remain—the nations I conquered—between the Jordan and the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 The Lord your God himself will push them out for your sake. He will drive 
them out before you, and you will take possession of their land, as the Lord your God promised you.  

6 “Be very strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, without turning 
aside to the right or to the left. 7 Do not associate with these nations that remain among you; do not invoke 
the names of their gods or swear by them. You must not serve them or bow down to them. 8 But you are to 
hold fast to the Lord your God, as you have until now.  

9 “The Lord has driven out before you great and powerful nations; to this day no one has been able to 
withstand you. 10 One of you routs a thousand, because the Lord your God fights for you, just as he prom-
ised. 11 So be very careful to love the Lord your God.  

 
Hymn  How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds(CW 358 Stanzas 1-4) 
1) How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
In a believer's ear! 
It soothes our sorrows, heals our wounds, 
And drives away all fear. 
 

2) It makes the wounded spirit whole 
And calms the heart's unrest; 
'Tis manna to the hungry soul 
And to the weary, rest. 



3) Dear name! The rock on which I build, 
My shield and hiding place, 
My never-failing treasury filled 
With boundless stores of grace. 
 
New Testament  Hebrews 4:1-11 
There is a perfect rest that only Christians can ever know, supplied by God. 
Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest still stands, let us be careful that none of you be found to 
have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just as they did; but the mes-
sage they heard was of no value to them, because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed. x 3 Now 
we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has said, “So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall 
never enter my rest.’ ” y  
And yet his works have been finished since the creation of the world. 4 For somewhere he has spoken about 
the seventh day in these words: “On the seventh day God rested from all his works.” z 5 And again in the pas-
sage above he says, “They shall never enter my rest.”  

6 Therefore since it still remains for some to enter that rest, and since those who formerly had the good 
news proclaimed to them did not go in because of their disobedience, 7 God again set a certain day, calling it 
“Today.” This he did when a long time later he spoke through David, as in the passage already quoted:  

“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” c  
8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God would not have spoken later about another day. 9 There remains, 
then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; 10 for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their works, f 
just as God did from his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by 
following their example of disobedience. 
 
Profession of faith: Apostles Creed 
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Fa-
ther almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.  
 
Verse of the Day 
P: Alleluia. Happy are they who hear the Word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit 
with patience. Alleluia. 
 
Gospel Matthew 11:25-30 
At that time Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things 
from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 26 Yes, Father, for this is what you were 
pleased to do.  

27 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  

28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you 
and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.” 

 
 

 

4) By you my prayers acceptance gain 
Although with sin defiled; 
Satan accuses me in vain 
For God calls me his child. 



Hymn of the Day  I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say (CW 338) 
1) I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Come unto me and rest; 
Lay down, O weary one, lay down Your head upon my breast." 
I came to Jesus as I was, Weary and worn and sad; 
I found in him a resting place, And he has made me glad. 
 
2) I heard the voice of Jesus say, "Behold, I freely give 
The living water, thirsty one; Stoop down and drink and live." 
I came to Jesus, and I drank Of that life-giving stream; 
My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, And now I live in him. 
 
3) I heard the voice of Jesus say, "I am this dark world's light. 
Look unto me; your morn shall rise And all your day be bright." 
I looked to Jesus, and I found In him my star, my sun; 
And in that light of life I'll walk Till trav'ling days are done. 
 
Sermon Matthew 11:25-30 “He Carries Your Baggage” Pastor Josh Bodden 
 
Sermon Response  Jerusalem the Golden (CWS 728) 
1) Jerusalem the golden, With milk and honey blest—  
The sight of it refreshes The weary and oppressed: 
I know not, oh, I know not What joys await us there,  
What radiancy of glory, What bliss beyond compare:  
To sing the hymn unending With all the martyr throng,  
Amidst the halls of Zion Resounding full with song. 
 
2) Oh, sweet and blessed country, The home of God’s elect!  
Oh, sweet and blessed country That eager hearts expect,  
Where they who with their leader Have conquered in the fight      
Forever and forever Are clad in robes of white.  
Jesus in mercy bring us To that dear land of rest  
Where sings the host of heaven Your glorious name to bless. 
 
3) The Christ is ever with them; The daylight is serene.  
The pastures of the blessed Are ever rich and green.   
There is the throne of David; And there from care released,  
The shout of them that triumph, The song of them that feast.  
To God enthroned in glory The Church’s voices blend,  
The Lamb forever blessed, The Light that knows no end. 
 
Prayer of the Church/Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever.  Amen.  
 
 
 



Closing prayer 
P: Lord, we thank you for this time in worship and the Word that you have richly blessed us with. We ask that 
you use your Scriptures to continue to build us up and to strengthen us for all of the struggles and difficulties 
that we face in this life. Draw us close to you and give us a never ending love for your Word. Give us courage 
to bring that message of peace wherever we go and to everyone we meet. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom 
through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And what-
ever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him.” (Colossians 3:16-17)  
C: Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn May the Peace of God (CWS 745) 
1) May the peace of God our heav’nly Father,  
And the grace of Christ the risen Son,  
And the fellowship of God the Spirit  
Keep our hearts and minds within his love. 
 
Refrain 
And to him be praise for his glorious reign  
From the depths of earth to the heights of heav’n. 
We declare the name of the Lamb once slain—  
Christ eternal, the King of kings. 
 
2) May this peace which passes understanding,  
And this grace which makes us what we are,  
And this fellowship of his Communion  
Make us one in spirit and in heart. 
Refrain 
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