
John 18:38 “The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally, the World” 
 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit.  Amen. 
 
“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, “I find no basis 
for a charge against him.” 
 
There are some truths that we just take for granted. When you sit down on your couch you know it's going to be 
there. It doesn't just get up and leave one day. When you flick the light switch you know that a light will turn on. 
Even if you don't understand how the electricity gets from the switch to the lightbulb, history has proven to you 
that the flipped switch will do its work: the light will turn on. It's just a truth. When a light bulb doesn't turn on, 
that's when things seem wrong. How about something more abstract? Do you know how a plane works? Are 
you an  aeronautical engineer who knows how wind current pushed along the wings keeps a plane in the air? 
Probably not, but you know and trust the truth that the plane will take off, fly through the air, and bring you 
safely back to the ground. You can’t see the forces that lift the plane, but you trust they are there. After all, it 
happens over 100,000 every day. Planes fly. It's a truth. But there is an edge to what we can fundamentally 
analyze and know. You came to this video today because of the Truth that you cannot see, but you believe. Jesus 
is your Savior who has rescued you from the Devil, sin, and death. I know that and you know that because it is 
the Truth. And we have this knowledge from God's Word.  
 
The sad thing is that not everyone believes what God has revealed. Satan is constantly doing everything he can 
to pull believers away from God. And he isn't alone. Satan has teamed up with the unbelieving world that he has 
already convinced to follow him. And the world is a great ally because it's a constant temptation and offers 
distractions and lies. We are surrounded by these unbelievers and they attack us constantly. They make fun of 
us, they insult us. They want nothing more than for us to join them in their unbelief. I’m guessing I’m not alone 
when I say that I experience this all the time. Some people are angry at me for believing in God. Angry. I'm not 
doing anything to hurt them. We aren't insulting them, at least we shouldn’t be, but they come after us and 
attack us with their laughter, insults, slander, and sometimes more. The sad thing is, we have the Truth that they 
so desperately need. 
 
But our God knows exactly what it’s like. He stood in front of Pilate, a man of great power and importance. He 
stood before the Jews, the people who above all others should have listened to him. They had the promises in 
Scripture. Why couldn’t they just listen? Jesus stood in front of the whole world and refused to hide who he was. 
Our warrior would not back down because we needed him to face off against these enemies for us. It's a 
constant reminder that the world we live in is not friendly to God. It can try to hide who it is and extend 
promises of earthly pleasure, but when it comes right down to it, this world is the enemy. A great example is the 
very reason Jesus is standing before the Roman governor. The world was resisting everything that Jesus stood 
for but it couldn't do it honestly. Instead it used lies and twisting Jesus' words to try and trap him. But it couldn't 
work. The Jews were accusing Jesus of claiming to be a king which would make him a threat to the Roman 
government. And to be fair Jesus was a king, but he never tried to claim an earthly kingdom, and every time 
people began to misunderstand Jesus' purpose he corrected them. So he talks to Pilate to show him the truth: 
"My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jewish leaders. 
But now my kingdom is from another place." (John 18:36) Pilate's response is so strange. It's like he thinks he 
maybe just trapped Jesus. Easy confession. But he ignored Jesus when he said this his kingdom is not from this 
world. "You are a king, then!" 
  
Exactly what the world does. It tries to twist God’s Word. "You say God is full of love. If that's true, then why 
does he allow such bad things. If God is all powerful then why can't he stop a little virus?" They attack Truth not 
realizing how far away from wisdom they really are. "Jesus answered, 'You say that I am a king. In fact, the 



reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." 
(John 18:37) 
    
Jesus makes it very clear: he draws a battle line. There is the side of truth that Jesus holds and everyone who is 
brought to faith is right there with him. And then there is the side of error, lies, and false teaching that he fights.  
There is truth and there are lies. That's why John warns us, “Everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the 
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world” (1 John 2:16). The enemy, 
not the Father, stands behind those lies.  
 
And those are the temptations thrown against us every day. We’re told that we should give into our sinful 
desires. That there is no shame of sinful thoughts. And when we stand firm on God’s truth we are accused of 
being intolerant, judgmental, and unloving. Being told that we have no idea what we're talking about. That 
we're holding people back from their full potential. For the most part it's easy to let those attacks just bounce 
off of us. After all, Jesus is our shield of truth. But there are times that those lies sound intriguing to us. We are 
tempted to wonder. To question. To waver. When it seems like the whole world is on the other side, how can 
we not? When even some of our favorite people in politics, entertainment, and sports seem to attack us who 
are we to fight them? 
 
But our Warrior is ready. He's ready for every accusation, every lie, every twist of his words.   
“You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came into the world is to testify to the 
truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me” (John 18:37) "What is truth?" That's the desperate attack by a 
desperate world. A world that knows it's missing something but refuses to listen. A world that knows things 
aren't alright. But wishes they were. The world, just like Pilate, are so lost in their own lies that they don't see 
the Truth when he is right in front of them.  
 
"What is truth?" We and our fellow Christians know the answer. We know it because our Warrior has come to 
fight the battle for us and has won. Jesus told his disciples, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). We know the Truth because he has revealed himself to. He 
has shown us his power to save and has rescued us. But there is a whole world of people out there who are still 
on the wrong side of truth. They are still caught up in the lies of Satan and are still convinced that God is the 
enemy. They fight against Jesus who is the very Warrior who wants them to be saved. "To the Jews who had 
believed him, Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free’” (John 8:31,32). 
 
When the world attacks us, they are attacking God. Only they don’t realize that God has already won. And we 
have the weapon that he uses to defeat Satan and his ally, the World. We have the Bible. That's why God wants 
us to stay safe in his Word: to read it and listen to it.  To see his mercy, and to know the peace that we have with 
him. And he calls us to fight with him and to use that Word. “Though we live in the world, we do not wage war 
as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds.” (2 Corinthians 10:3,4). 
 
The World asks: “What is Truth?” We know him. And we trust in our Warrior to defeat every one of his enemies 
and to safely bring us to our eternal home. Until then we ask for the strength to serve him. “My prayer is not 
that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent 
them into the world.” (John 17:15-18). Whenever you feel lies of the world attacking you, turn to the Word of 
God because it is his Truth that rescues and saves. With that weapon he has faced and destroyed the World and 
all of its lies. Amen. 
 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way.  Amen. 


