
March 25th, 2020 

Midweek Lenten Service: The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally, the World 

Welcome and Greeting  
Opening Hymn   Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 
 
P: In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and from whom no secrets are hidden. 
Amen. 
All: O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in your faithfulness, come to my relief. 
Do not bring your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before you. Answer me 
quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails. Do not hide your face from me, for I have put my trust in you. Show 
me the way I should go, for to you I lift up my soul. Teach me to do your will, for you are my God. 
 
C: Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned 
against you in my thoughts, my words, and my actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I 
have not loved others as I should. I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am deeply sorry 
for them. 
Silence for private confession. 
 
P: Jesus says to his people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.” His death paid for the 
guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world. Do you believe this? 
C: Yes, I believe. 
 
M: Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a 
dear child of God and an heir of eternal life. 
 
Prayer 
P: Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and warm our 
hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning brightly, that we may 
walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. 
Come and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 



Psalm 50 (arranged by Koine) 
 
Psalm Prayer 
P: Lord God, you anointed your Son to be King for the sake of your church. Help us, as members of his king-
dom, to serve him faithfully and to come to the full knowledge of his grace and glory, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
Passion Reading (Matthew 27:1-26) 
Early in the morning, all the chief priests and the elders of the people made their plans how to have Jesus ex-
ecuted. 2 So they bound him, led him away and handed him over to Pilate the governor. 3 When Judas, who 
had betrayed him, saw that Jesus was condemned, he was seized with remorse and returned the thirty pieces 
of silver to the chief priests and the elders. 4 “I have sinned,” he said, “for I have betrayed innocent blood.”  

“What is that to us?” they replied. “That’s your responsibility.”  
5 So Judas threw the money into the temple and left. Then he went away and hanged himself.  
6 The chief priests picked up the coins and said, “It is against the law to put this into the treasury, since it is 

blood money.” 7 So they decided to use the money to buy the potter’s field as a burial place for foreigners. 
8 That is why it has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the proph-
et was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces of silver, the price set on him by the people of Israel, 10 and they 
used them to buy the potter’s field, as the Lord commanded me.” l  

11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the king of the 
Jews?”  

“You have said so,” Jesus replied.  
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate asked him, 

“Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single 
charge—to the great amazement of the governor.  

15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. 16 At that 
time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, 
Pilate asked them, “Which one do you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the 
Messiah?” 18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.  

19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t have anything to do 
with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him.” 20 But the chief 
priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus executed. 21 “Which of the 
two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor. “Barabbas,” they answered.  

22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked.  
They all answered, “Crucify him!”  
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate. But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!” 

24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was starting, he took water and 
washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibil-
ity!” 25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!” 26 Then he released Barabbas to 
them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him over to be crucified.  
 
Seasonal Response 
All: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. By his 
wounds we are healed. 
 
Hymn He Stood Before the Court 
 
 



Sermon  John 18:38 “The Warrior Faces Satan’s Ally, the World”         Pastor Bodden 
 
“What is truth?” retorted Pilate. With this he went out again to the Jews gathered there and said, “I find no 
basis for a charge against him.” 
 
Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and 
forever.  Amen.  
 
Evening Prayer  
All: In the name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. I thank you, my heavenly 
Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that you have graciously kept me this day. Forgive me 
all my sins, and graciously keep me this night. Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all 
things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 
Blessing 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ †, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
C: Amen. 
 
Offering and Announcements 
 
Closing Hymn  Just As I Am, without One Plea 
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