
THESE ARE THE READINGS FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF END TIME—SAINTS TRIUMPHANT. 
GOD’S WORD FOR THIS WEEK 

ALL WHO DIE IN CHRIST ARE ALIVE 
“Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest,” a favorite hymn assures us. Everything is peace right now for the saints above. 
“But then there breaks a yet more glorious day: 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 
The King of glory passes on his way. Alleluia! Alleluia!” 

FIRST LESSON – ISAIAH 65:17-25 

65 7 “See, I will create new heavens and a new earth. The former things will not be remembered, nor will they come to 
mind. 18 But be glad and rejoice forever in what I will create, for I will create Jerusalem to be a delight and its people a joy. 
19 I will rejoice over Jerusalem and take delight in my people; the sound of weeping and of crying will be heard in it no more. 
20 “Never again will there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not live out his years; the one 
who dies at a hundred will be thought a mere child; the one who fails to reach a hundred will be considered accursed. 
21 They will build houses and dwell in them; they will plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 12 No longer will they build houses 
and others live in them, or plant and others eat. For as the days of a tree, so will be the days of my people; my chosen ones 
will long enjoy the work of their hands.23 They will not labor in vain, nor will they bear children doomed to misfortune; for 
they will be a people blessed by the LORD, they and their descendants with them. 24 Before they call I will answer; while 
they are still speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and 
dust will be the serpent’s food. They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain,” says the LORD. 
 

Q 1) When will the saints be triumphant according to God’s first promise? (See 65:17.) 
The saints will be especially triumphant on judgment day when God makes new heavens and a new earth. 

 
Q 2) What will the new heavens and the new earth be like? (See 65:18-25.) 

In summary, God’s pictures seem to say that the new heavens and new earth will be full of joy and life. No 
work will end up worthless. God will be close at hand to each of us. Perfect peace will reign in Christ. 

 

TRADITIONAL SECOND LESSON – 2 THESSALONIANS 2:13–3:5 

2 13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as firstfruits 
to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our 
gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast 
to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God 
our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and 
strengthen you in every good deed and word. 
3 As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored, 
just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. 3 But 
the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the Lord that you 
are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 
perseverance. 
 

Q 1a) Can you be sure God chose you in eternity to be his child? (See 2:13.)  
You CAN be sure that God chose you in eternity to be his child. 

b) Why or why not? 
That certainty is not because of anything in you, but because the Holy Spirit baptized you with water for the 
forgiveness of all your sins. He brought you to trust in Christ’s merits rather than your own. 

 
Q 2) What prayer priorities does Paul give us? (See 3:1-2.) 

Paul urges us to pray that many others may hear about Jesus’ death in their place and honor what they hear 
in their hearts. He tells us to pray that missionaries and other church leaders stay safe from evil men. 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL SECOND LESSON – REVELATION 22:1-5 

22 1 Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops 
of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will there be 
any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and his servants will serve him. 4 They will see his face, 
and his name will be on their foreheads. 5 There will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of 
the sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever. 
 

Q 1) We cannot see life as a concept, but God showed John life itself. What two things did it look like 
to John? (See 22:1-2.) John saw:  

a) The river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb,  
b) The tree of life, bearing fruit monthly, with even its leaves giving healing to the nations. In other words, 

God’s gift of life, like a river, flows constantly. It is beautiful and pure. It is refreshing. Like fruit, it is bright 
and good-looking, sweet and sustaining. 

 
Q 2) We will see God. We will serve God. We will belong to God. What thing will we not go through in 

eternity? 
In eternal life, we will no longer live under the curse that is the result of our sin. There will be no more night. 
We will not need any light, not even the sun. God himself will be our light. And all of this will never end. 

 

GOSPEL – LUKE 20:27-38 

20 27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus with a question. 28 “Teacher,” they said, 
“Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man must marry the widow and raise 
up offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and died childless. 30 The 
second 31 and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children. 32 Finally, the woman 
died too. 33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?” 34 Jesus replied, 
“The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age 
to come and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; 
for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they are children of the resurrection. 37 But in the account of the 
burning bush, even Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob.’ 38 He is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive.” 

Q 1) Since the Sadducees of Jesus’ day rejected all but the first five books of the Bible, why was the 
source of Jesus’ answer to them very fitting? 

Jesus’ answer to the Sadducees comes from Exodus 3, the account of Moses hearing the Lord speak from 
the burning bush. Sadducees officially accepted Exodus as God’s Word, so they ought to have agreed with 
Jesus. 

 
Q 2) Jesus quotes a verse from Exodus 3. How does that verse show that believers live on with God 

after death, and that believers will rise from death with new bodies? 
Jesus proves his point that believers live on now, and will rise on the Last Day, by quoting himself. God, the 
Angel of the Lord and the second person of the Holy Trinity did not say to Moses, hundreds of years after his 
three servants died, “I was the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” He says, “I am the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE WEEK 
Third Sunday of End Time: Saints Triumphant 
Almighty God and Savior, You have set the final day and hour when we shall be delivered from this world of sin and death. 
Keep us ever watchful for the coming of Your Son that we may sit with Him and all Your holy ones at the marriage feast in 
heaven; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 
 

(All Scripture Readings are from NIV 2011) 


